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KILCOY — A FAMOUS AND 
HISTORIC STATION 
Notes on the McKenzie Family 
One of Queensland's most famous and historic stations is 
KUcoy, now owned by Miss E. M. Kennedy. A commemora-
tive plaque erected by the Society, which has been set into a 
brick waU at KUcoy Homestead, records the names of its 
former pioneer owners. The wording on the plaque is as 
foUows: 
KUcoy Station 
originaUy 35,000 acres 
1841 Evan and C. J. McKenzie 
1849 C. A. Atherton, Esq. 
1854 Hon. Louis Hope and Robert Ramsay, Esq. 
1908 WiUiam Bufler, Esq. 
1922 Jeremiah Kennedy 
Present Owner: Miss E. M. Kennedy. 
Erected by the Royal Historical Society of Queensland. 
Mr. Bufler bought the homestead block m 1908. In 1922 
the property passed into the Kennedy family, Mr. Jeremiah 
Kennedy, father of the present owner, first chairinan of the 
Kilcoy shire CouncU, purchasing the property on Mr. Butler's 
death. The homestead is now the headquarters of a 600-acre 
dairying and fattening property. 
It wUl be recaUed that the plaque was unveiled on 3 AprU 
1963, by our President, Sir Raphael Cilento. On that 
occasion. Sir Raphael and members of the Society, Aid. 
W. R. Moon (President of the National Trust), Mrs. C. B. P. 
BeU (President) and about 100 members of the Fortitude 
Club, visited Kilcoy by specially chartered bus for the 
ceremony, and enjoyed the hospitality of their hostess. Miss 
Kennedy, who presented to our president on behalf of the 
Fortitude Club a pewter decanter as a memento of the 
occasion. 
Some particulars of the story of Kilcoy Station extending 
over a span of 122 years are of historic interest. 
The original owners were Evan and Colin John McKenzie, 
the sons of Sir Colin McKenzie, Bart., of KUcoy Castle, Rpss 
Shire, Scotland. 
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Evan and CoUn McKenzie saUed to AustraUa in the ship 
Ann Milne in 1840. 
When Sir CoUn died in 1859, Evan returned to Scofland 
and succeeded to the tide. He married Miss Sarah Parkes,. 
daughter of James Parkes, of Londonderry. They had a 
family of four chUdren—one son and three daughters. 
His son and heir, Colin Charles McKenzie, died in 1880, 
three years before his father, at Gibraltar, where he was 
stationed with his regiment the Cameron Highlanders. 
Sir Evan died in 1883, when the baronetcy became extinct, 
and his eldest daughter, Isabella Jane, inherited the estate. 
She married in 1869 Lieut.-Col. John Edward Burton, who 
assumed the name of Burton-McKehzie, and they lived at 
Kilcoy Castle and Balmaduthy House, Ross Shire. They had 
a famUy of three sons and one daughter. 
Evan and Colin McKenzie blazed the tree on Kilcoy, the 
second lease to be granted on the Upper Brisbane Waters. 
At this date, September 1841, the only stations on the 
watershed were Cressbrook (D. C. McConneU), Kilcoy 
(E. and C. McKenzie), Mt. Brisbane (F. and L. Brigge), 
Colinton (J. C. and R. Balfour) and Durundur (D. Archer 
and Co.). 
After Sir Evan's departure for England in 1845 his brother 
Colin carried on for four years before selUng Kilcoy tO' 
Charles Atherton. Atherton sold out to the Hon. Louis Hope 
(an uncle of Australia's first Governor-General, Lord Hope 
toun), and from 1854 to 1863 Messrs. Hope and Ramsay 
were the owners. 
From 1863 onwards Captain Hope retained ownership-
untU about the beginning of the century the Government re^ 
purchased the property for closer settlement. 
The aborigines were very troublesome at Kilcoy in McKen-
zie's time. Shepherds were killed, and the sheep raided. In 
December 1841, the,out-station on KUcoy Creek was attacked 
by a tribe of Mary River natives, who crossed the range from 
Conondale. Two shepherds were kUled, and the others ran' 
away to the head station, but before their departure they 
poisoned the flour in the hut. 
The aborigines robbed the hut and took the flour to their 
camp on some lagoons nearby. Many were poisoned by the 
flour, which contained arsenic.. The old homestead at Kilcoy 
was built by Captain Louis Hope and Mr., R. Ramsay in; 
1863. It was constructed to the same plan as historic Ormis-
ton House, Captain Hope's property overlooking Moretoo 
Bay. Kilcoy homestead was built of cedar felled on the 
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station's original 35,000-acre holding, and bricks made on-
the property. 
THE McKENZIE FAMILY 
Miss N. Kennedy has received from Palo Alto, CaUfornia, 
some interesting information about the McKenzie famUy of 
KUcoy, the descendants of Sir Evan McKenzie, who, with his 
brother CoUn, took up Kilcoy in 1841. The writer of the 
letter, Veronica IsabeUa Burton McKenzie, is a grand-
daughter of Isabella Jane McKenzie, who was born in Aus-
traUa and was the eldest daughter of Sir Evan McKenzie. 
IsabeUa Jane McKenzie married John Edward Burton-
McKenzie and they took the name of Burton-McKenzie when 
she inherited the estate from her father. There were four chil-
dren of this marriage: 
Evan North Burton-McKenzie (unmarried), deceased. 
Cohn John Burton-McKenzie (died 1913), who went to 
British Columbia, married there, and had one daughter, 
Veronica IsabeUa Burton-McKenzie. 
IsabeUa Burton-McKenzie (unmarried), deceased. 
Edward Grove Burton-McKenzie is the only graiidchUd of 
the KUcoy famUy. She married first in British Columbia, 
Angus Shalto McCoU, and had one son, Angus. She married 
secondly, John F. Greig, in California, and there is issue of 
the marriage, one daughter Mairi Jean. 
When Mrs. Greig's uncle, Evan Burton-McKenzie, died in 
1944, her son Angus, a businessman in California, inherited 
the castle from Evan Burton-McKenzie. 
Angus has two children by his first marriage, Angus Daniel 
and Sandra, both born in CaUfornia. By his second marriage 
he has one daughter, SaUy Ann. 
AU surviving members of the McKenzie famUy live in: 
Calffornia. 
Kilcoy Castle stands in the Black Isle, overlooking Bearcly 
Firth, about eight miles from Inverness. Kilcoy probably 
dates from the 16th century. The first McKenzie of KUcoy 
was Alexander, third son of Baron McKenzie of Kintail in 
1620. He was known as "Alexander the Knife." He carved 
a very fine oak chest which stood in the drawing room, the 
old banquet hall, of Kilcoy. The fireplace also has carvings 
in stone—the McKenzie Crest, motto, etc. 
Mrs. Greig wrote: "When my great-great-grandfather (Sir 
Colin, Sir Evan's father) owned the Kilcoy estate he and 
his wife, Isabella Cameron, lived in Belmaduthy House, 
a very fine 18th century building with an exceedingly beauti-
ful Adam drawing room. Sir Colin McKenzie had the roof 
taken off Kilcoy Castle, as then he would have no taxes to 
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pay. In Scotland the buUding is taxed but not the land. 
KUcoy Castle stood without a roof for at least a century. 
When my grandfather and grandmother came into the estate 
they not only put the roof back on the castle, but buUt in the 
same style of architecture a new wing of the same lovely pink 
granite. 
"My grandfather died about 1900, and my grandmother 
let my Uncle Evan manage the estate for her. He was a very 
extravagant man and ran the estate so deeply into debt that 
after Belmaduthy House was burned to the ground he sold aU 
the land with the exception of Kilcoy Castle and 60 acres to 
an insurance company owned by the Marquis of Butte." 
Mrs. Greig's son, Angus, has had a caretaker Uving in 
Kilcoy Castle. The 60 acres, although very fine farm land, 
does not produce sufficient income to allow him to Uve in 
Scotland, and the castle has been placed on the market. AU 
the furniture and pictures are being shipped to him in 
CaUfornia. 
Mrs. Greig states that their ranch in British Columbia was 
caUed Kilcoy Ranch. 
Interesting details of Sir Evan McKenzie were also given 
in her letter to Miss Kennedy. When he was a young man it 
was the custom for the sons of the nobiUty to enter the 
Courts of foreign countries. Sir Evan served in the Honour 
Guard of the Emperor of Austria. While he was in Vienna 
he fought a duel with a brother officer and was reported to 
have killed or severely wounded him. As a result, it was con-
sidered wise for Sir Evan to take a long sea voyage to a 
distant land. His father fitted out a saUing ship and he and 
his brother, accompanied by some men from the estate, sailed 
away to AustraUa. Mrs. Greig's son has a handsome signet 
ring brought home from Vienna by Sir Evan.—^Ed. 
